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When the Levees Broke: A Requiem in Four Acts (Spike Lee, 2006; 255 minutes)

Producer: Spike Lee and Sam Pollard
Cinematography: Cliff Charles
Editor: Geeta Gandbhir and Nancy Novack
Original Music: Terence Blanchard
Abstract (adapted from IMDB.com and DVD box cover)
In August 2005, the city of New Orleans was struck by the powerful Hurricane Katrina. Like many who watched the unfolding drama on television news, director Spike Lee was shocked not only by the scale of the disaster, but also by the slow, inept, and disorganized response of the emergency and recovery effort. For although the storm was damaging by itself, the true disaster happened when the city’s flooding safeguards like levees failed and put most of the city, which is largely below sea level, underwater. Lee was moved to document this modern American tragedy, a morality play witnessed by people all around the world. The film is structured in four acts, each dealing with a different aspect of the events that preceded and followed Katrina. 
Questions for Discussion
1.  How do race, gender, and class relations intersect in When the Levees Broke? Find examples from the film to support your observations.
2.  How does the documentary form of When the Levees Broke compare to other films by Spike Lee? Find examples from the films and readings to support your observations.
3.  How does When the Levees Broke compare to the work of the LA Rebellion filmmakers? Find examples from the films and readings to support your observations.
4.  Why is When the Levees Broke historically important?
5.  How does Spike Lee manifest a Black Film Aesthetic in the film’s mise-en-scene, camerawork, editing, and music? Find examples from the films to support your observations.
6.  What other themes from our course do you find manifested in Lee’s documentary?
